
 1 

WORDS TO DESCRIBE PEOPLE 
1. To describe appearance 

 

General appearance good-looking, pretty, beautiful, handsome, smart, elegant, gentle, stunning, plain looking, 

gorgeous, well-dressed, smartly-dressed, neatly-dressed, casual, formal 

Age young, middle-aged, old, elderly, in his/her early/mid-/late teens/forties 

Height  tall, medium, average, above/below average, short 

Build well-built, muscular, fat, heavy, overweight, plump, thin, slim, slender, skinny, small, 

large, broad shoulders 

Complexion dark, fair, sunburnt, sun-tanned, brown 

Hair style long, short, shoulder-length, straight, wavy, curly, crew-cut, bald, dyed, shaved (head), 

ponytail, pigtail, plait, clean-shaven 

Hair color white, grey/gray, blond, light brown, black, red 

Face thin, chubby, round, oval, square, long, high cheekbones 

Eyes round, wide, large, small, slanting, bright, twinkling, dark, bags under the eyes 

Eye color grey, blue, green, brown 

Eyebrow thick, thin, bushy 

Eyelashes long, thick, curved 

Nose bent, straight, turned up, pointed, big, small, hooked, flat 

Lips full, thin, heart-shaped, red, wears lipstick  

Teeth even, ivory 

Chin pointed, double 

Other features beard, mustache, glasses, scar, mole(nốt ruồi), freckle (tàn nhang),  

wrinkles (nếp nhăn), pimple (mụn), dimple (đồng tiền) 

 

2. To describe characters/ Personality  

intelligent bright      stupid     clever  smart     talented creative  silly 

foolish  half-witted  energetic gifted   high-spirited     independent quick-minded 

optimistic pessimistic extroverted introverted relaxed  depressed tense    practical  

dreamy  sensitive  sensible  down-to-earth  ambitious hard-working lazy  artistic  

innocent unprincipled romantic vain   overbearing modest  risky 

considerate courteous boastful    responsible materialistic adventurous rebellious 

friendly  unfriendly sociable quarrelsome cruel  easy-going  argumentative 

polite  impolite aggressive bossy  rude  discourteous   helpful   

co-operative honest  sincere  trustworthy dishonest reliable  jealous 

envious  mean  stubborn determined economical frank  broad minded   

generous proud  selfish  kind hearted serious  strict   loyal  

self-centered hot-tempered  outgoing out-minded 
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And more! 
* Adjectives to Describe Feelings & Characters 

 

agonized ecstatic lonely 

angry enraged mischievous 

anxious envious miserable 

arrogant exasperated mistrustful 

bitter exhausted nervous 

blissful frightened  obstinate 

bored frustrated optimistic 

cautious horrified perplexed 

concentrating hot pessimistic 

confident hurt proud 

cold hysterical prudish 

curious indifferent rude 

determined innocent sly 

disappointed interested suspicious 

disgusted jealous thoughtful 

dismayed kind  

 

USEFUL SENTENCE STRUCTURES TO DESCRIBE PEOPLE 
 

 

Describing Physical Features 

 

He / She’s + adjective(s) / adj. phrase(s). 

 He is tall and slim. 

 

He / She has + noun phrase + with + noun phrase. 

 He has a big square head with small ears and a pointed chin. 

 

He / She’s got + noun phrase. 

 She’s got shoulder-length hair. 

 

Describing Personality 

 

He /She’s (very) + adjective(s). 

 He is (very) friendly and kind. 

 

He / She seems to be + (adverb) +  adjective(s) / adj. phrase(s) 

 She seems to be (quite) intelligent. 

 

He / She comes across as being + adjective(s)/ adj. phrase(s). 

 He comes across as being (very) caring. 

 

He / She gives the impression of being + adjective(s)/ adj. phrase(s). 

 She gives the impression of being anxious. 

 

He / She is the + adj. of superlative form + that … 

 He is the funniest person that I have ever met. 

 

He / She resembles + someone / noun + in + noun clause. 

 He resembles his uncle so much in the way he laughs. 

 

 


