
HOW TO USE SUFFIXES TO CREATE NOUNS FROM ADJECTIVES AND VERBS 

 

KATA IMBUHAN 

Sama halnya dengan bahasa Indonesia, di dalam bahasa Inggris juga terdapat kata imbuhan. 

Dalam bahasa Indonesia, kita mengenal tiga jenis imbuhan yaitu awalan, sisipan dan akhiran. 

Tidak jauh berbeda, bahasa Inggris juga memiliki prefix (awalan), infix (sisipan) dan suffix 

(akhiran). Perbedaannya, kata imbuhan di dalam bahasa Inggris akan mempengaruhi bentuk 

dari kata yang dikenainya, misalnya merubah adjective (kata sifat) atau verb (kata kerja) 

menjadi sebuah noun (kata benda). 

 

PENGERTIAN SUFFIX 

Pada artikel ini akan dikupas tuntas mengenai suffix khususnya dari bentuk adjective dan 

verb ke bentuk noun. Sebelum masuk ke dalam jenis-jenis dari suffix atau akhiran dalam 

Bahasa Inggris, sebenernya apa sih arti dari suffix? 

Dilansir dari Cambridge Dictionary, suffix adalah huruf atau kelompok huruf yang 

ditempatkan di akhir kata atau root atau bentuk paling sederhana (base form) dari suatu kata 

dan tidak dapat diuraikan lagi. 

Tujuan dari penambahan suffix atau akhiran adalah untuk menghasilkan kata baru. Suffix 

bukanlah kata dan tentunya tidak bisa berdiri sendiri dalam sebuah kalimat. Dengan 

memahami suffix, maka akan semakin mudah untuk Anda dalam memilih kata yang sesuai 

dalam percakapan serta menyederhanakan pengucapan. 

 

Adjective to Noun Suffixes 

SUFFIX ADJECTIVE - 

NOUN 

ADJECTIVE - 

NOUN 

ADJECTIVE - 

NOUN 

-NESS  

state, quality, 

condition 

forgetful - 

forgetfulness  

happy - happiness 

useful - usefulness 

heavy - heaviness  

kind - kindness 

truthful - truthfulness 

ready - readiness  

weak - weakness 

quiet - quietness 

sleepy - sleepiness 

sad - sadness 

mad - madness 

-ITY  

state/condition 

able - ability 

active - activity 

stupid - stupidity 

responsible - 

responsibility 

dense - density 

curious - curiosity 

mobile - mobility 

possible - possibility 

scarce - scarcity 

brutal - brutality 

diverse - diversity 

real - reality 

tranquil - tranquility 

hilarious - hilarity 

probable - probability 

equal - equality 

creative - creativity 



-ISM  

state, practice 

ideal - idealism 

colonial - colonialism 

special – specialism 

social - socialism 

human - humanism 

imperial - imperialism 

capital - capitalism 

conservative - 

conservatism 

favorite - favoritism 

-TH 

condition 

wide - width 

dead - death 

long - length 

foul - filth 

 

-Y  

condition 

private - privacy 

difficult - difficulty 

honest - honesty 

jealous - jealousy 

modest - modesty 

  

-ERY  

location, 

collective, 

behaviour 

condition 

brave - bravery   

  

  

-TY  

condition 

safe - safety 

cruel - cruelty 

certain - certainty 

subtle - subtlety 

loyal - loyalty 

special - specialty 

 

For examples: 

 ready  – They questioned her readiness for the test.(Mereka mempertanyakan 

kesiapannya untuk ujian.) 

 happy – It is important to create happiness for everyone. (Penting untuk menciptakan 

kebahagiaan untuk semua orang.) 

 weak – Eating too much cake was a major weakness of his. (Makan terlalu banyak kue 

adalah kelemahan utamanya.) 

 sad – The closure of the post office brought sadness to the community. (Penutupan 

kantor pos tersebut membawa duka bagi masyarakat.) 

 mad – The decision to drive in the snow was pure madness.(Keputusan untuk 

mengemudi di salju merupakan kegilaan yang murni.) 

 forgetful – Forgetfulness comes with old age. (Kelupaan datang seiring bertambahnya 

usia.) 

 responsible – Your children are not my responsibility. (Anak-anak Anda bukan tanggung 

jawab saya.) 

 possible – Nuclear war seemed like a real possibility. (Perang nuklir tampak seperti 

kemungkinan yang nyata.) 

 scarce – The scarcity of drinks became problematic during the party. (Kelangkaan 

minuman menjadi masalah selama pesta itu.) 

 hilarious – They reacted to the joke with much hilarity. (Mereka bereaksi terhadap 

lelucon itu dengan penuh kegembiraan.) 



 probable – It’s hard to guess the probability of her passing the test. (Sulit menebak 

kemungkinan dia lulus ujian.) 

 independent – Having a car has improved my independence. (Memiliki mobil telah 

meningkatkan kemandirian saya.) 

 important – Never underestimate the importance of studying. (Jangan pernah 

meremehkan pentingnya belajar.) 

 silent – Enjoy the silence while the children are away. (Nikmati keheningan saat anak-

anak pergi.) 

 merry – The children found a lot of merriment in the clown’s antics.(Anak-anak 

menemukan banyak kegembiraan dalam kejenakaan badut.) 

 

 

Verb to Noun Suffixes 

SUFFIX VERB-NOUN VERB-NOUN VERB-NOUN 

-AL 

condition, quality 

arrive - arrival 

approve - approval 

bury - burial 

deny - denial 

propose - proposal 

defer - deferral 

refuse - refusal 

dismiss - dismissal 

 

-ANCE / -ENCE 

action, state, 

condition or quality 

attend - attendance 

accept - acceptance 

appear - appearance 

prefer - preference 

insure - insurance 

resist - resistance 

refer - reference 

exist - existence 

-TION 

action or resulting 

state 

educate - education 

inform - information 

describe - description 

multiply - 

multiplication 

populate - population 

eliminate - 

elimination 

complicate - 

complication 

transform - 

transformation 

combine - 

combination 

immigrate - 

immigration 

create - creation 

declare - declaration 

-SION 

Action/resulting 

state  

confuse - confusion 

decide - decision 

admit - admission 

omit - omission 

revise - revision 

divide - division 

express - expression 

conclude - 

conclusion 

impress - impression 

profess - profession 

permit - permission 

explode - explosion 

-URE    

action or resulting 

state 

depart - departure 

erase - erasure 

expose - exposure 

fail - failure 

enclose - enclosure 

press - pressure 

legislate - legislature 

-MENT 

state, act, condition 

agree - agreement 

pay - payment 

appoint - 

appointment 

assign - assignment 

merry - merriment 

employ - 

employment 

argue - argument 

enjoy - enjoyment 

state - statement 

punish - punishment 

govern - government 

replace - 

replacement 

commit - 

commitment 



-AGE 

action, state, process 

break - breakage 

post - postage 

pack - package 

pass - passage 

bag - baggage 

marry - marriage 

-ING 

action, state, process 

bless - blessing 

land - landing 

write - writing 

feed - feeding 

end - ending 

seat - seating 

-ERY  

a business or trade, a 

behavior, a condition 

cream - creamery 

rob - robbery 

bake - bakery 

 

brew - brewery 

 

For examples: 

 appear – The appearance of a second singer improved the concert. (Penampilan penyanyi 

kedua meningkatkan konser itu.) 

 resist – The home team put up a strong resistance against their opponents. (Tim tuan 

rumah melakukan perlawanan yang kuat terhadap lawan mereka.) 

 appoint – I need to make an appointment with my doctor. (Saya perlu membuat janji 

dengan dokter saya.) 

 assign – The final essay was a very big assignment. (Esai terakhir adalah tugas yang 

sangat besar.)  

 enjoy – Don’t let the rain affect your enjoyment of this walk. (Jangan biarkan hujan 

memengaruhi kesenangan Anda pada jalan-jalan ini.) 

 replace – Our replacement teacher was much better than the first one. (Guru pengganti 

kami jauh lebih baik daripada yang pertama.) 

 inform – There is not enough information about foxes in our area. (Tidak ada cukup 

informasi tentang rubah di daerah kami.) 

 decide – The committee will make a formal decision this Friday. (Panitia akan membuat 

keputusan resmi Jumat ini.) 

 describe – The police have a good description of the thief. (Polisi memiliki deskripsi 

yang baik tentang pencuri itu.) 

 multiply – I like addition and subtraction but multiplication is difficult. (Saya suka 

penjumlahan dan pengurangan tetapi perkalian sulit.) 

 admit – The criminal’s admission of guilt got him in trouble. (Pengakuan kesalahan si 

penjahat membuatnya dalam masalah.) 

 

Oke, sekian dulu pembahasan kita pada kesempatan kali ini ya. Semoga artikel diatas 

bermanfaat untuk semua dan nantikan artikel-artikel bermanfaat lainnya dari Homie English 

ya… 



Quiz: 

1. Eating too much cake was a major __________ of his. 

Weak 

Weakness 

2. Nuclear war seemed like a real __________. 

possibility 

Possible 

3. Never underestimate the __________ of studying. 

importance 

important 

4. Our __________ teacher was much better than the first one 

Replacement 

replace 

5. The police have a good __________ of the thief. 

describe 

description 

6. The home team put up a strong __________ against their opponents 

resist 

resistance 
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